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DYNAMIC EDUCATION 
(Continued from page 3) 
acres which was formerly theirs. 
During the same five year period, 
the value of farms owned in Texas 
by Negroes decreased, $17,000,000. 
The plight of Negro Labor in the 
nation generally leaves much room 
for special study and thought. A 
brief study of this phase of the Ne­
gro economic plight by Alba M. Ed­
wards of the Bureau of Census show­
ed that in 1030, Negroes formed 11.3 
per cent of the nation's gainfully em­
ployed workers, a decrease probably 
111 pace with the relative decrease 
of Negroes as related to the total 
American population. Two-thirds of 
our gainfully employed were either 
in agricultural pursuits or in lines 
of personal service. In the matter 
of gainful employment, it is also in­
teresting to note the percentage of 
our gainfully employed by occupa­
tional classes. 
The professional group formed 
just 2.1 per cent of our gainfully em­
ployed total. Our skilled, semi-skill­
ed and unskilled workers, all manual 
laborers, constituted 79.5 per cent of 
our gainfully employed workers in 
1930. 
Taken in its entirety, the relative 
importance of Negro labor in the na­
tion's labor forces has declined dur­
ing the last 20 years, and all indi­
cations point to the fact that it will 
continue to decline. 
Statistics and figures may become 
dry and boring, but underneath them 
lie questions which, in this case, and 
as far as we are concerned, involve 
the difference between our success­
ful meeting of the circumstances and 
conditions which face us in this coun­
try or our supine acceptance of 
things as they are and as they may 
become. 
What has the decrease in relative 
importance of the Negro labor sup­
ply in America to do with dynamic 
education? Why are Negroes ab­
sorbed so slowly in the more skilled 
occupations: with their correspond­
ing increase in compensation? Can 
anything be done about the consis­
tent decrease in our ownership of 
land? Will the increase in labor 
saving devices, which displace the 
unskilled more rapidly than the 
skilled, finally render Negroes com­
pletely jobless, or almost so, since it 
is true that almost 80 per cent of our 
gainfully employed are unskilled 
manual laborers. 
Our economic status is the great­
est challenge imaginable to the dy­
namic leader who is willing to find 
his facts and face them. In com­
munity by community men and wo­
men may be gradually led into a re­
alization that the search for devices 
for their individual and group im­
provement is the key to the relief of 
our poverty stricken condition. Dy­
namic education will seek to serve 
in practical ways this deficiency. In­
crease in ordinary methods of thrift 
—greater knowledge of the general 
American financial scheme. 
The application of common sense 
methods to every day problems as 
simple as the proper value of the 
possession of land. The wealth that 
naturally comes from living within 
one's income, small though it may be. 
The improvements within the group 
that is possible when groups, how­
ever small, put together their finan­
cial mites and gradually nurture 
small beginnings into serviceable in­
stitutions which improve the condi­
tion of the group. 
What credit really is—That wealth 
is not accumulated suddenly. All 
of these things can lead to improve­
ment but they can be done only by 
those who are willing, first to learn 
such lessons themselves before at­
tempting to teach them to others. 
Health—We all realize that health 
is so inextricably bound up with edu­
cation, home life and economic status 
that in any short space of time it 
would be impossible to attempt to 
analyze the question with even pass­
ing completeness. I shall be con­
tent with presenting just a few well 
authenticated facts in an attempt to 
outline it as one of the major prob­
lems which dynamic education should 
in some way affect. 
Taking the nation as a whole in 
1936, there was an excess of Negro 
births over deaths of only 58,000. 
Four-fifths or 80 per cent of the 
babies born in the rural South are 
brought into the world by untrained 
midwives. Twenty per cent, or 1 out 
of every 5 Negroes in this county 
is syphilitic, and there are 3 Negroes 
affected with Tuberculosis for every 
one white person. In order to get 
the tubercular picture, more clearly 
in your mind, I use the statement of 
the Framingham experiment which 
showed that 410,000 Negroes in the 
United States are ill at all times 
with Tuberculosis and 350,000 of 
these cases are in the South. 
The most hopeful part of our 
health pictures is the fact that as 
I'RAiRIE VIEW 13, ARKANSAS f>; 
HOME COMING 
By J. A. Harris 
October 29 marked one of the most 
spectacular occasions in the history 
of Prairie View's Home Comings. 
The attendance was estimated at 
about 3000. The weather was slightly 
warm but this was very suitable for 
the most colorful exhibition and pa­
rade of floats representing the vari­
ous campus organizations. The offi­
cers' corps and the band, which 
were the two marching divisions, ac­
counted for themselves ably. From 
the scouts and the drum-majors to 
the very tip of the parade it was a 
great performance 
Her Excellency Queen Home Com­
ing and her court presented the very 
picture of charm and handsomeness. 
The Queen was crowned by Professor 
O. J. Thomas, president of the State 
Teachers Assocation. 
In speaking of the game, it was 
just this way: 
The Lions and Panthers certainly did 
meet, 
And neither team taking the chance 
to cheat. 
That game of ball they did mix, 
But we are sorry Lions it was thir­
teen to six. 
We salute Coach Sam B. Taylor 
and staff, our Captain Cade and a 
great squad. 
unfortunate as the conditions seem, 
they represent an improvement over 
20 years ago. The fact remains, 
however, that we are lagging behind 
the rest of the American procession 
in health improvement. What has 
this problem to do with dynamic 
education ? What can teachers and 
leaders with courage and knowledge 
do about it ? Let me quote from a 
lecture to the Southern Tuberculosis 
Association delivered by Charles S. 
Johnson, Said he: "There are some 
elements of the problem which are 
modifiable by Negroes themselves.... 
there must be, however, the assump­
tion of sufficient awareness of the 
value of cleanliness, regular habits, 
avoidance of contagion, rational 
distribution of family budget, to 
counteract the invasion of dangerous 
diseases a vital contribution of 
Negroes to the solution of their own 
problems is possible, but only through 
the development of an intelligent 
leadership in social health programs 
by Negroes themselves." 
(Continued in next issue) 
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DYNAMIC EDUCATION N. Y. A. DIRECTOR 
Commencement Address Delivered 
By Dr. E. B. Evans, Prairie 
View State College 
(Continued from last issue) 
In Austin, Texas, a study of 274 
Negro families was made by the gov­
ernment agencies, and it was found 
that 42 per cent of these homes 
owned by Negroes had no modern 
sanitary bathing facilities. We can 
safely observe that the absence of 
sanitary conveniences in these homes 
was not due so much to the lack of 
desire of our home owners for sani­
tary conveniences as to the refusal 
of city officials to extend sewer 
lines to sections in which our people 
must purchase property. 
Thinking of such situations as 
these, which I do not attempt to an­
alyze thoroughly, Dynamic Educa­
tion, possessed by teachers and lead­
ers will make them attempt to do 
something about them. If sanitary 
sewers do not extend to Negro neigh­
borhoods in their cities and towns, 
they will seize on every threatened 
epidemic, on every malarial hazard, 
discuss it in terms of its threat to 
public health so vigorously, that 
from the dictates of sheer self-pre­
servation, the matter is taken up by 
those with power to act. 
If water mains do not extend to 
Negro neighborhoods, they will harp 
on the danger of fire hazard and the 
benefits derived from decreased in­
surance rates until the same thing 
happens to those with power to act. 
In other words, those possessed with 
dynamic education, will study the 
facts as they exist; recognize situa­
tions for what they are, and with 
full knowledge of all of the hazards 
involved, will courageously set out 
to educate, first their own people to 
all of the elements involved and then 
by means of mass action and capi­
talizing on every possible contact 
with those to act, in an intelligently 
aggressive way, will . consistently 
proceed to get something done about 
it. 
Economic Status: As compared 
with the improvement of the condi­
tions under which our home and fam­
ily life is carried on, improvement 
of our economic status presents a 
(Continued on page 3) 
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PROF. JERRY L. MARTIN, M. S. 
COLORED TEACHERS STATE 
ASSOCIATION CONVENES IN 
FORT WORTH 
O. J. Thomas. President 
Colored Teachers State Association 
Professor Jerry L. Martin is em­
ployed as director and adviser for the 
National Youth Administration at 
Prairie View State Normal and In­
dustrial College, now conducting the 
largest N. Y. A. training project for 
Negroes in Texas. 
Mr. Martin was born at Bryan, 
Texas; there he received his elemen­
tary training. His high school work 
was completed at Cameron Colored 
High School, Cameron, Texas. He 
received his undergraduate educa­
tion at Prairie View State College. 
While a student he was Captain in 
the R. O. T. C., also the organizer 
and first editor of "The Craftsman." 
After receving his B. S. degree at 
Prairie View State College in 1936 
he was employed by the institution as 
assistant instructor in printing and 
sponsor of extra-curricular activiites 
in the Division of Mechanic Arts and 
Industrial Education. 
After serving for one year at 
Prairie View College, Mr. Martin 
entered tile graduate school in the 
summer of 1937 at Kansas State 
Teachers College and on his return 
to Prairie View, he worked four 
months after which he re-entered the 
graduate school and received his 
Master's degree in Industrial and 
Vocational Education, August 1938. 
The director is a young man, but 
his education, experience, and inter­
est in trade training adequately 
qualifies him for his position. 
The Colored Teachers State Asso­
ciation will hold its fifty-third animal 
session at Fort Worth, Texas, Nov­
ember 24—26. 
The theme of the Association is— 
"Education for Social Goals." 
Organized in 1885 at Prairie View 
State College with Sainted L. C. 
Anderson as its president for the first 
four years this association has steadi­
ly continued to grow, and ever cling 
to those noble purposes for which it 
was organized, namely: to promote 
professionalism among its members, 
to make for better conditions in the 
school for the boys and girls of the 
race and to establish and maintain 
more amicable relations between the 
races of the state. 
Fifty-two years have passed and 
forty-nine presidents have come and 
gone. These men represent some of 
our most outstanding race educators 
from tlic rural school principals to 
(Continued on page 3) 
N. Y. A. PROGRAM AT PRAIRIE 
VIEW STATE COLLEGE 
Negro youth is being helped to 
find its place in the economic and so­
cial life of Texas at Prairie View 
State College in Waller County. 
W. R. Banks, Principal of the Col­
lege, and his staff, working to im­
prove the condition of the Negro 
race of the State1 generally, have 
chosen a practical way of approach­
ing the problem. 
On Resident Projects set up by 
the National Youth Administration 
at Prairie View, Negro boys and 
girls are receiving actual work ex­
perience and training in practical 
and mechanical arts. 
Principal Banks, in discussing the 
program, said: "One of the gxeat-
est problems faced by Negro youth 
has been a lack of specific training 
for specific jobs. Many ambitious 
Negro boys and girls in Texas are 
searching for a chance to live more 
profitably a t home, whether it is 
making a better living under im-
(Continued on page 3) 
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CRITICS OF THE CH URCHES 
Mr. Editor: 
In the Washington Post of June 
10 appeared a letter which is some­
what surprising and more or less 
distressing. I say somewhat sur­
prising, because there have recently 
been hints of criticisms against the 
Churches along several lines. 
After noting the opinion that ser­
mons might well be abolished, the 
writer goes on to suggest that the 
rituals and ceremonies might also be 
abolished as out of date and not 
adapted to modern times 
This brings to mind the remark 
of a distinguished teacher, not by the 
way an Episcopalian, who recently 
said that in his opinion the hook of 
Common Prayer was and remains 
the greatest text-book ever written 
in the English language. Here are 
found prayers ancient, mediaeval 
and modern. Ilerc is something* in 
which time does not count. 
The writer of the letter finds fault 
with the Churches for not being up 
to date and adapted to our times. I 
have recently read another criticism 
which seems to imply that in another 
way the Churches have become too 
m oder n and up to date This 
writer, in an article published in his 
C h u r c h  p a p e r ,  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  
Churches have been constantly los­
ing influence in the world by sub­
stituting sociology for theology in 
their attempt to adapt themselves 
to the world. lie claimed that the 
Churches had more influence for 
good When they preached of this life 
as not an end in itself but as a pre­
paration for the future life. To this 
writer the various efforts in the di­
rection of social service and political 
reform depend for their highest 
good on religion with its worship 
and devotion such as the Churches 
bring. He claims that without these 
the works in social problems are apt 
to be tainted with personal ambition 
and "the pride of service." 
It is a comfort to know that the 
Churches have faith enough not to 
be hurt by these criticisms, whether 
directed one way or the other. The 
words of Bishop Phillips Brooks will 
he always applicable. He said that 
the best way to prepare for the 
future life is to live this life aright, 
and then at once added that we can­
not live this life aright without keep­
ing the other life in mind. 
It is all too easy to keep this world 
in mind, but it is the Churches, with 
their wonderful prayers and cere­
monies, which must keep us in mind 
of another world. 
J. II. Dillard, 
in "The Southern Churchman," 
July 2, 1938. 
Charlottesville, Va. 
The success of the school depends 
almost wholly upon the attitudes, 
knowledge, and resourcefulness of 
the teacher. Unless the teacher 
appreciates the aims and objectives 
of education, understands the prin­
ciples underlying their development, 
and acquires a broad social vision 
through study and contact, it is 
doubtful if she will be able to bring 
about many of the desirable social 
changes in the school and in the com­
munity. The responsibility for pre­
paring adequately trained teachers 
rests primarily with the teacher 
training institutions. That many 
of these institutions have frequently 
failed to formulate for themselves 
a practical educational philosophy 
and prepare thoughtful, creative, re­
sourceful teachers is borne out by 
statements from and evidence pre­
sented by prominent American edu­
cators. 
—G. Lamar Harrison 
Prairie View State College 
Disappointments may embarrass 
you but you must conquer them in­
stead of allowing them to conquer 
you. Every victory thus won will be 
an incentive to further efforts and 
achievements and will provide step­
ping stones to success. 
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS STRESS 
VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE IN 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
The Conference of Negro Princi­
pals, directed by Mr. D'. B. Taylor, 
State Department of Education, con­
vened at Prairie View State College 
October 21 and 22. Principal W. R. 
Banks presided. 
The theme of the conference was 
"Vocational Guidance." The vari­
ous assignments and discussions em­
phasized the necessity as well as the 
means' of assisting pupils in the pub­
lic schools to make proper choices of 
vocations and how to pursue them 
with advantage after leaving school. 
Teachers in all grades in the public 
schools, Principals at the conference 
stated, should aquaint their pupils 
with occupations which they would 
quite likely follow. Students should 
not only know of the jobs and voca­
tions, but they should know the re-
q u iff cments, responsibilities, and 
preparations to be made incident to 
such vocations. 
In order to ascertain available jobs 
in the community systematic surveys 
by the educational forces in a given 
community should he made and tabu­
lated as the basis of information and 
student guidance, it was emphasized. 
The Principals gave evidence of 
accord in advocating vocational train­
ing and guidance in the public 
schools and colleges. They declared 
this training was imperative to pro­
vide more avenues of employment 
f o r  t h e  y o u t h s  w h o  m u s t  s o o n  
shoulder the full responsibilities of 
citizenship. 
Speakers on program of the con­
ference were J. J. Wilson, principal 
of Moore High School, Waco; G. W, 
Reeves, associate professor of educa­
tion, Prairie View; J. J. Abernethy, 
director of Mechanic Arts, Prairie 
View; Mrs. L. E. Smith, assistant 
teacher-trainer, Prairie View; Mrs. 
Nellie B. Dillon, professor of Home 
Economics, Houston; P. R. Rice, prin­
cipal of elementary public school, 
Austin; Mrs. C. B. Cash, principal of 
Center Point Training School, Pitts­
burg; Miss Ruby Nichols, principal 
of County Training School, Oakwood; 
T. L. Holley, professor of manual 
training, San Antonio; F. R. Pierson, 
principal of Douglass High School, 
Sherman; R. W. Hitliard, director of 
Student Personnel, Prairie View; M. 
W. Evans principal of Navasota 
High School, Navasota; 0. L. Price, 
principal of Taylor High School, 
Taylor. 
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N. Y. A. PROGRAM 
(Continued from page 1) 
proved working conditions, or sim­
ply trying to be better housewives 
and family heads. These N. Y. A. 
Resident Projects at the College of­
fer our youth a chance through 
practical training and related work, 
a real opportunity to improve their 
own status and better equip them­
selves to return to their homes pre­
pared for a more productive and use­
ful adult life." 
Practical and technical instruction 
in the domestic arts, with actual lab­
oratory training in the Home Econo­
mics practice house, dormitories and 
other buildings of the college are of­
fered girls on the project. These 
courses are designed for the purpose 
of helping them secure better jobs, 
become better housewives and for 
the betterment of their social and 
economic outlook generally. 
Service occupations, emp 1 o y i n g 
similar work experience, training, 
and instruction methods used for 
girls, are offered boys at Prairie 
View. The actual performance under 
trained instructors of specific duties 
required of service employees is a 
part of their training program. 
Boys learn to make repairs about 
the home, the fundamental of ele­
mentary mechanics, shoe repairing, 
dry cleaning, and other service oc­
cupations 
The general training course for 
both boys and girls is designed to 
make them better service workers, 
whether as a chauffeur, maid, yard­
man, cook, or butler. 
Both boys and girls on these pro­
jects live in N. Y. A. co-operative 
dormitories and each youth shares an 
equal portion of the duties necessary 
to maintain such a dormitory. They 
work about three hours a day on 
tasks in line with their service train­
ing and earn approximately $24.00 a 
month, out of which they pay the 
College for room, board, medical 
services, and have about $10 left 
over for personal expenses. 
Recreational activities are pro­
vided by the College during leisure 
hours. N. Y. A. youths participate 
on the same basis as regular stu­
dents. These activities are consi­
dered by College officials to be a 
most important phase of the youths' 
physical, social and community im­
provement. 
"To increase vocational opportuni­
ties for Negro youths, the Nation­
al Youth Administration is broaden-
TEACIIERS ASSOCIATION 
(Continued from page 1) 
the college president. We must ad­
mit that they have done a commend­
able piece of work in the last half 
century. But what are we to do in 
the next fifty years? Shall we 
satisfy ourselves by merely picking 
flaws and criticizing what others are 
doing, or shall we concern ourselves 
to the extent that we feel jointly 
responsible for whatever the associ­
ation attempts? Truly, has it been 
said, that, "any fool can criticise but 
it takes a wise man to commend." 
It is the opinion of the writer that 
two changes in the usual procedure 
of our operation would greatly 
facilitate a more dynamic program. 
First, to employ an all time executive 
secretary who will be fully remune­
rated for his services, and second, to 
so amend our constitution that a 
president may serve for a period of 
more than one year. 
In the last meeting of the Execu­
tive Committee, the first was accom­
plished, thus making provision for a 
full time secretary, but the second is 
yet to be considered. Fellow teach­
ers, are we seeking presidents, or are 
we seeking a program? No presi­
dent can acquaint himself with the 
details of the office and bring to you 
his best program in a period of one 
year. This is an age of long-time 
planning, whether in business or 
education. If we are to continue to 
progress, think on this. 
I speak not for myself; I am not 
seeking re-election and hope not to 
be misunderstood in this respect. I 
am interested in a more dynamic 
program of education in the future, 
and with this handicap, we cannot 
hope for the best. 
ing and extending its program at 
Prairie View State College," J. C. 
Kellam, State N. Y. A. Director, said. 
"In order to bring these opportuni­
ties even closer to the young people 
who really want this type of train­
ing and are willing to take advan­
tage of it, Prairie View College of­
ficials will select the next group of 
boys and girls from eligible Negro 
youth over the State." 
Groups now at Prairie View will 
complete their training course by the 
end of December. The next group 
will be selected by the College for 
a new five month period beginning 
in January. 
Youth eligible for N. Y. A. Work 
project employment who want to 
DYNAMIC EDUCATION 
(Continued from page 1) 
much more complicated problem, hut 
one nevertheless, about which some­
thing can be done. In our low earn­
ing capacity and in the handling of 
the pitiful amounts which do come to 
us, lies the seat of almost all of our 
trouble. 
Let it always he remembered that 
the country in which we live is pri­
marily dollar conscious. We who 
would proceed successfully to live 
acceptably in it, must become dol­
lar conscious at least to such an ex­
tent that we can talk the same lan­
guage and exert the type of pressure 
necessary to achieve the desired ends. 
As conditions now exist, they ap­
pear, and are pitiful. We refer 
again to the study of the 274 Austin 
families mentioned before. Of these 
families 11 per cent or the group in 
the highest income bracket, did not 
have an income of $3,000.00. Only 8 
per cent had an income of $1,000.00 
and over. 34 per cent had an income 
between $500.00 and $1,000.00. 56 
per cent had an income of less than 
$500.00 and 2.2 per cent had no in­
come at all. 
That these figures represent our 
earning capacity in cities generally, 
is not to be doubted when taken in 
connection with the studies of this 
sort made by our own Institution, 
Prairie View,in connection with the 
Annual Conference on Negro educa­
tion and other census studies. The 
earning' capacity of the urban group 
is almost fabulous when compared 
with the income of our rural popu­
lation. The most alarming fact to 
be noted from statistics on our rural 
population is that we are losing con­
trol of land formerly ours with start­
ling- rapidity. Recent census re­
leases show that while in 1935 there 
were 20,800 Negroes in Texas who 
owned 1.400,000 acres of land, in the 
five year period preceeding, they had 
lost control of more than 100,000 
(Continued on page 4) 
avail themselves of the training 
opportunities offered on the Resi­
dent Project, at Prairie View may 
apply directly to Principal W. R. 
Banks, or to local people in touch 
with the program at the College, such 
as Prairie View field representatives, 
school principals, county agricultural 
and home demonstration agents. 
Local N. Y. A. representatives will 
furnish fiu'ther information concern­
ing the Projects upon request. 
